
  

Kid-friendly golf resorts 
10 ways to know one when you see one 

By Jinny Mansfield 
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Love family vacations? Love golf? Bringing the two 

together has never been easier, as more hotels 

and resorts are wooing parents with excellent golf 

schools and family-minded packages. Whether 

your aim is to introduce your kids to the sport, 

improve your swing, or bring everyone’s game to 

the next level, there’s a program out there to 

meet your needs. But how will you know if a 

resort’s family golf program is really as kid-

friendly as promised? 

You can tell a lot simply by reading the property’s 

brochure or web site, says Jerramy Hainline, 

director of instruction at the Hilton Golf 

Academy, whose four resorts welcome over 450 

kids each year. Compare how the resort describes 

its junior golf instruction with how it portrays its 

adult offerings. “If there’s very little difference in 

how the classes are described, it’s more than 

likely that the resort hasn’t tailored anything for 

kids,” says Hainline. “If a resort or school truly 

wants kids there, it will have made 

accommodations to offer junior golfers a quality 

experience.” 

What else should you look for? Here are 10 more 

clues that a resort will deliver a golf vacation 

that’s truly a family affair: 
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1. On-course instruction. A no-brainer, right? 

Far from it. You’d be surprised at how often a kids’ 

golf “program” turns out to be a 90-minute 

etiquette lesson in a windowless conference room 

or an hour on a driving range plus a soda break. 

It’s critical that a program teaches kids how to 

play the game, not just how to drive a ball or putt. 

“Kids need to experience being on the course to 

bring it all together,” stresses Hainline. “The best 

place to teach etiquette is out on the course, not 

at the driving range.” So if a resort’s junior 

program doesn’t feature any on-course time, it’s a 

deal breaker. 

2. Reduced green fees. Discounts for junior 

golfers or deals where “kids play free” with a 

paying adult demonstrate that a resort is serious about encouraging kids 

to play. 

3. Low student-instructor ratio. Class size for kids ages 6 to 17 

should never exceed six kids per instructor, says Hainline. “And for 4- to 

5-year-olds, the ratio should be closer to 2 to 1.” 

4. Inclusive instruction. Even preschoolers can learn the 

fundamentals of golf, including the basic rules of etiquette — whose turn 

it is to putt, where to stand, and that old bugaboo, when to be quiet. A 

family-friendly resort will have come up with ways for kids as young as 5 

or 6 to participate in the game. 

5. Child-savvy pros. 

“You want instructors 

who have experience 

with the programs and 

a history of working 

with junior golfers,” 

says Eric Alpenfels, 

director of instruction 

at the Pinehurst Golf Academy at Pinehurst Resort in North Carolina. 

“I think five years of experience is a good start. Junior-golf certification 

programs vary from facility to facility. At Pinehurst, we have winter 
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training programs to certify our instructors.” If you can’t find this 

information on a resort’s web site, call and ask. 

CONTINUED : Family-friendly tees, kid-size clubs and more 

 

 

 

1 | 2 | Next >

Discuss Story  
On Newsvine Low High  

4.5 after 7 ratings  

Rate Story:
View popular

Email Instant Message Print

  MORE FROM FAMILY     

Affordable family vacations 

 

SPONSORED LINKS Get listed here

Phoenix Man Earns $7k a Month 
I got fired! I now earn more than my old boss, learn how... 

www.MatthewsMoney.com 

Seroquel XR® Information 

(quetiapine fumarate). Find Support Information & See Prescribing Info 

www.SEROQUELXR.com 

Phoenix Mom Lost 47lbs With 1 Rule! 

I Cut Down 47 lbs of Stomach Fat In A Month By Obeying This 1 Old Rule 
RachelRayBlogger.com 

Top-Ranked Online MBA's 
US News® Best for Quality & Value. All Accredited! 

Family Section Front

  Top msnbc.com stories 

Fear in cockpit before Buffalo crash 

Caps, gowns and a reality check 

MBAs see a bleak jobs landscape 

Pakistan expanding nuclear capability 

China marks anniversary of quake 

  NBC News highlights 

Miss California, you're not fired 

  Miss California thanks God, Trump 

O'Neal: Dying Fawcett is 'powerful' 

  Was Buffalo crash pilot unfit to fly? 

  Furor over prison cell phones 

Page 3 of 4Kid-friendly golf resorts - Family - MSNBC.com

5/12/2009http://rss.msnbc.msn.com/id/19812785/wid/11915773/



USNewsUniversityDirectory.com/MBA 

Alternative to Open Back Surgery 
World Leader of Arthroscopic Procedures for Back and Neck Conditions! 

www.laserspineinstitute.com 

Page 4 of 4Kid-friendly golf resorts - Family - MSNBC.com

5/12/2009http://rss.msnbc.msn.com/id/19812785/wid/11915773/


