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Kid-friendly golf resorts

10 ways to know one when you see one
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Love family vacations? Love golf? Bringing the two
together has never been easier, as more hotels
and resorts are wooing parents with excellent golf
schools and family-minded packages. Whether
your aim is to introduce your kids to the sport,
improve your swing, or bring everyone’s game to
the next level, there’s a program out there to
meet your needs. But how will you know if a
resort’s family golf program is really as kid-
friendly as promised?

You can tell a lot simply by reading the property’s
brochure or web site, says Jerramy Hainline,
director of instruction at the Hilton Golf
Academy, whose four resorts welcome over 450
kids each year. Compare how the resort describes
its junior golf instruction with how it portrays its
adult offerings. “If there’s very little difference in
how the classes are described, it’s more than .
likely that the resort hasn't tailored anything for Pinehurst Resort
kids,” says Hainline. “If a resort or school truly It has never been easier for parents to mix golf in
wants kids there, it will have made with a family vacation.

accommodations to offer junior golfers a quality
experience.” Slide show
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2. Reduced green fees. Discounts for junior

golfers or deals where “kids play free” with a

paying adult demonstrate that a resort is serious about encouraging kids
to play.

3. Low student-instructor ratio. Class size for kids ages 6 to 17
should never exceed six kids per instructor, says Hainline. “And for 4- to
5-year-olds, the ratio should be closer to 2 to 1.”

4. Inclusive instruction. Even preschoolers can learn the
fundamentals of golf, including the basic rules of etiquette — whose turn
it is to putt, where to stand, and that old bugaboo, when to be quiet. A
family-friendly resort will have come up with ways for kids as young as 5
or 6 to participate in the game.

5. Child-savvy pros.
“You want instructors
who have experience More resorts with family golf
with the programs and Pinehurst Resort

a history of working Club Med Sandpiper

with junior golfers,”
says Eric Alpenfels,
director of instruction
at the Pinehurst Golf Academy at Pinehurst Resort in North Carolina.
“I think five years of experience is a good start. Junior-golf certification
programs vary from facility to facility. At Pinehurst, we have winter
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training programs to certify our instructors.” If you can't find this
information on a resort’s web site, call and ask.

CONTINUED : Family-friendly tees, kid-size clubs and more
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